
Semester Course
6.0: Paying for College
Unit Plan for Teachers

Vocabulary and Unit Review for this unit can be found on the Unit Review Page and in the NGPF Personal Finance
Dictionary

Paying for College 101

Students will be able to:
● Explain the role the FAFSA plays in the financial aid process
● Understand the importance of submitting the FAFSA
● Read a FAFSA Submission Summary and understand the role of their Student Aid Index (SAI) in paying

for college

Resources: Lesson Guide
Student Activity Packet

National Standards for Personal Financial Education:
Earning Income

● 3a: Evaluate the costs and benefits of investing in additional education or training
● 3c: Compare earnings and unemployment rates by level of education and training

Managing Credit
● 4a: Describe the different sources of funding for postsecondary education

Applying for the FAFSA

Students will be able to:
● Explain the role the FAFSA plays in the financial aid process
● Understand the importance of submitting the FAFSA
● Read a FAFSA Submission Summary and understand the role of their Student Aid Index (SAI) in paying

for college

Resources: Lesson Guide
Student Activity Packet

National Standards for Personal Financial Education Standards:
Managing Credit

● 4a: Describe the different sources of funding for postsecondary education
● 4b: Explain the role the FAFSA plays in applying for college financial aid
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https://www.ngpf.org/unit-review/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YH07bp18mb2fLOlJqvRMpiEAJ0oodsZRzEhEHPwjEDo/edit#heading=h.z6ne0og04bp5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YH07bp18mb2fLOlJqvRMpiEAJ0oodsZRzEhEHPwjEDo/edit#heading=h.z6ne0og04bp5
https://www.ngpf.org/curriculum/paying-for-college/?courseId=73&lessonId=435
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xz_b8mWQV6Me0lTJv3QKkoFK4LWXzG5oEu7yrr_xPgE/edit#
https://www.ngpf.org/curriculum/paying-for-college/?courseId=73&lessonId=436
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DTp73o_hlLXTQDwsN--8AkuaDa3yniyPQwo62yfwOcU/edit#
http://www.ngpf.org


Scholarships and Grants

Students will be able to:
● Explain why scholarships and grants should be prioritized when looking for and accepting financial aid
● Explain the difference between scholarships and grants
● Find scholarships and grants that they are eligible for

Resources: Lesson Guide
Student Activity Packet

National Standards for Personal Financial Education:
Managing Credit

● 4a: Describe the different sources of funding for postsecondary education
● 4c: Identify scholarships and grants for which they are eligible

Student Loans

Students will be able to:
● Explain what it means to be a responsible borrower
● Analyze different types of federal student loans
● Compare federal and private student loans
● Analyze hypothetical and personal scenarios involving college and career decisions that impact their

ability to pay for college

Resources: Lesson Guide
Student Activity Packet

National Standards for Personal Financial Education:
Managing Credit

● 4a: Describe the different sources of funding for postsecondary education
● 5a: Compare federal and private student loans based on interest rates, repayment rules, and other

characteristics

Financial Aid Packages

Students will be able to:
● Discuss the direct and indirect costs of attending college
● Explain the important elements of a financial aid offer
● Analyze different sample financial aid offers
● Demonstrate the order in which different types of financial aid should be accepted

Resources: Lesson Guide
Student Activity Packet

National Standards for Personal Financial Education:
Spending
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https://www.ngpf.org/curriculum/paying-for-college/?courseId=73&lessonId=437
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R2oBRwNHYGnIGvy7Wu081is_cXU_IF0VXYCH4rv7IpI/edit#
https://www.ngpf.org/curriculum/paying-for-college/?courseId=73&lessonId=438
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zsdqYsyI60QWATWT_H-Wha0lbRlGw0dIKAfL5VGQEzw/edit#
https://www.ngpf.org/curriculum/paying-for-college/?courseId=73&lessonId=439
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I5kQFoJHYqQG-sOeyMkQmGdVvwMx5YIxtlpTg5pAsfQ/edit#
http://www.ngpf.org


● 2a: Select a product or service and describe the various factors that may influence a consumer’s
purchase decision

● 2b: Describe a process for making an informed consumer decision

Student Loan Repayment

Students will be able to:
● Discuss commonmistakes made in repaying student loans
● Explain the difference between different types of repayment plans
● Identify sources of assistance if they need help with student loan repayment
● Analyze different scenarios and choose the best repayment option

Resources: Lesson Guide
Student Activity Packet

National Standards for Personal Financial Education:
Managing Credit

● 4a: Describe the different sources of funding for postsecondary education
● 5a: Compare federal and private student loans based on interest rates, repayment rules, and other

characteristics
● 5d: Predict the potential consequences of deferred payment of student loans

Time for Payback

Students will be able to:
● Evaluate how the type of college you choose to attend might impact your college experience and

post-college lifestyle
● Make decisions during college to minimize debt while also maximizing your academic and

social-emotional college experience

Resources: Lesson Guide
Student Activity Packet

National Standards for Personal Financial Education:
Managing Credit

● 5c: Estimate total interest on various student loans based on interest rates and repayment plan
● 5d: Predict the potential consequences of deferred payment of student loans

6.A Unit Assessments

Teachers, you can access unit assessments on the corresponding Unit Page. You will need to be logged into your
Teacher Account.

Unit Assessment Includes:
● 25 Multiple Choice
● 5 Short Answer
● 1 Essay
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https://www.ngpf.org/curriculum/paying-for-college/?courseId=73&lessonId=440
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xnt7CbRTGJFYh9-0_Db6lM2F1hvvhHm08QeHHKI9Ibw/edit#heading=h.6nqhdzq4b6i9
https://www.ngpf.org/curriculum/paying-for-college/?courseId=73&lessonId=441
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HgxYJuhh0QZK3ewx9IWFxHR1coczBNzm5lqhoj-Ggao/edit#
https://www.ngpf.org/curriculum/paying-for-college/
http://www.ngpf.org

